
 

 

 
Paris, 12th January 2021  

 

SUEZ STRENGTHENS ITS PRESENCE ON THE EUROPEAN HAZARDOUS WASTE 
MARKET: 

➢ TWO-FOLD INCREASE IN SOLVENT TREATMENT CAPACITIES IN THE NETHERLANDS 
➢ DEVELOPMENT OF A NEW HAZARDOUS WASTE RECOVERY FACILITY IN SPAIN 

 

In line with recent regulatory changes and in a rapidly expanding market, SUEZ is expanding its 
hazardous waste treatment and recovery capacities in Europe. The Group continues to pursue its 
role as a major industrial partner in supporting industrials, guaranteeing them safety and 
regulatory compliance through solutions in favor of the circular economy.  

 

➢ Regeneration and customized solvent production in the Netherlands:  

Since 1987 at Almelo, in the Netherlands, the Group has been operating one of the largest solvent regeneration 

sites. This site processes a very broad range of industrial waste products generated in Europe. Regeneration, which 

is the highest value-added activity in hazardous waste processing means that, after purification, the recycled 

solvents can be returned to producers or sold to meet industrial demand. To meet the growing demand, SUEZ 

plans, by 2023, to double the site’s processing capacity to up to 30,000 metric tons of solvents per year. This project 

will enable the Group to continue to diversify its activities, extend its major industrial customer portfolio and 

strengthen the Group’s position in the solvent market. To date, 20 million tonnes of non-regenerated solvents are 

produced each year worldwide, including 5 million tonnes in Europe. By regenerating these solvents, SUEZ will 

enable its industrial customers to reduce their carbon footprint. 

➢ Moving towards the circular economy in Spain: 

Spain is strengthening its environmental legislation with the introduction of traceability of household and industrial 

waste, from production to the management of dedicated channels. The evolution of environmental tax regimes from 

2022 onwards will encourage recycling and recovery of waste in dedicated centers, primarily in Spain, that had up 

to now been landfilled. With national hazardous waste production estimated at 3 million tonnes per year, SUEZ 

plans to step up its presence in this area of business by creating a new recycling and recovery site in Legutiano in 

the Basque country in Spain. By 2023, this facility could process more than 30,000 tonnes of industrial waste per 

year from local industries, such as effluent treatment sludge and metallurgical residues. Thanks to the recycling 

and recovery processes selected, the secondary raw materials produced could be re-used by industrial players in 

their production cycles. SUEZ currently supports more than 1,300 customers and manages 150,000 tonnes of 

hazardous waste via four facilities, including the Legutiano site. 

 

“With these new hazardous waste treatment developments in the Netherlands and Spain, the Group reinforces its 

activities on the European market, helping industrial clients to reduce their carbon footprint, fostering a more 

sustainable growth. In line with the “Shaping SUEZ 2030” strategic plan, the Group is striving to implement solutions 

that are environmentally friendly while guaranteeing the optimization of its clients’ economic performance” 

commented David Palmer-Jones, Senior Executive Vice President of SUEZ, in charge of the Northern Europe 

Region. 



 

   

Solvent recycling and recovery facility in Almelo, Netherlands/ Credits: SUEZ 

 

Contacts : 
 
Media Relations : 
Isabelle Herrier-Naufle / Mathilde Bouchoux Analysts / Investors : 
+33 (0) 6 83 54 89 62 / +33 (0) 6 88 42 97 27  Cécile Combeau / Baptiste Fournier / Julien Minot 
Isabelle.herrier.naufle@suez.com +33 (0)1 58 81 25 04 
mathilde.bouchoux@suez.com 
 
About SUEZ  
Since the end of the 19th century, SUEZ has built expertise aimed at helping people to constantly improve their quality of life by protecting their health and 
supporting economic growth. With an active presence on five continents, SUEZ and its 90,000 employees strive to preserve our environment’s natural capital: 
water, soil, and air. SUEZ provides innovative and resilient solutions in water management, waste recovery, site remediation and air treatment, optimizing 
municipalities’ and industries’ resource management through “smart” cities and improving their environmental and economic performance. The Group delivers 
sanitation services to 64 million people and produces 7.1 billion m3 of drinking water. SUEZ is also a contributor to economic growth, with more than 200,000 
jobs created directly and indirectly on an annual basis, and a provider of new resources, with 4.2 million tons of secondary raw materials produced. By 2030, 
the Group is targeting 100% sustainable solutions, with a positive impact on our environment, health and climate. SUEZ generated total revenue of €18.0 
billion in 2019. 
 

Find out more about the SUEZ Group 

on the website & on social media  
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