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Paris, April 4th  
 

Treating PFAS in Chemical Valley: a first in France 
The Syndicat Mixte d’Eau Potable Rhône-Sud authority and SUEZ are 

rolling out a new treatment solution at the Ternay water plant  
 

In Ternay, to the south of France’s Chemical Valley, the Syndicat Mixte d’Eau Potable 
Rhône-Sud authority and SUEZ start to build a solution for the treatment of PFAS in 
drinking water. This technological solution, patented by SUEZ, is being used for the first 
time in France to deal with the issue of “forever chemicals”. It will ensure water quality 
for more than 170,000 users in the Southern Lyon area supplied by the Ternay plant.  
 
Guy Martinet, Chair of the Syndicat Mixte d’Eau Potable Rhône-Sud authority, said: “Producing 
high-quality water for our member authorities is a major issue at a time when raw water sources are 
being affected by the presence of PFAS. Thanks to the new treatment that we and SUEZ will be 
introducing to our Ternay plant, we will be able to ensure the quality of the water we produce by 
upgrading our existing facilities.” 
 
Pierre Pauliac, Co-CEO of SUEZ and Chief Operating Officer Water, added: “We are pleased to 
support the Syndicat Mixte d’Eau Potable Rhône-Sud authority in its efforts to treat PFAS in drinking 
water and to provide an effective response to this major issue. SUEZ is a leading player in end-to-end 
micropollutant and PFAS treatment technologies. The modular solution we will be deploying showcases 
SUEZ’s leading-edge expertise in treating PFAS, along with our commitment to working in collaboration 
with our customers to introduce solutions suited to each local context.” 
 
A collaboration between the Syndicat Mixte d’Eau Potable Rhône-Sud authority and SUEZ to 
treat PFAS in drinking water  
For more than one in two French people, deteriorating quality is the main topic of concern in relation to 
water, ahead of water shortages caused by prolonged droughts. 72% of French people believe that the 
quality of their water is declining1. Water quality is a particularly important issue in the Rhône Valley, 
which has been one of the first regions of France to be confronted with the issue of PFAS.  
 
From 2022, the Syndicat Mixte d’Eau Potable Rhône-Sud authority took action to preserve the quality 
of drinking water produced by the Ternay plant. SUEZ worked with the authority to implement an action 
plan in two phases: first, laboratory tests at CIRSEE, SUEZ’s international research centre, and then an 
industrial pilot at the plant to confirm the results obtained. This action plan, carried out in close 
collaboration with the health authorities and with the support of the Agence de l'eau Rhône Méditerranée 
Corse, has made it possible to identify the most appropriate treatment for PFAS at the site and improve 
the quality of drinking water in the long term.  
 
 

 
1 Etude Institut Terram, "Eau sous tension : les Français face aux défis hydriques de leurs territoires" ("Water under stress: the 
French people's views on water challenges in their regions"), March 2025 
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An innovation that can be applied directly in an existing plant 
The Ternay drinking water plant was inaugurated in 2017 and currently relies on six activated carbon 
filters. Analysis carried out since 2022 has shown that these filters quickly become saturated, affecting 
their ability to retain all PFAS present in the incoming water. To ensure the quality of drinking water over 
the long term, the Syndicat Mixte d’Eau Potable Rhône-Sud authority and SUEZ decided to implement 
SUEZ’s patented solution, which involves continuous renewal of the activated carbon using a system of 
six downflow reactors. This innovation allows the effectiveness of water treatment to be maintained on 
an ongoing basis, without having to shut down filters in order to replace the carbon. It can be integrated 
into an existing plant as part of upgrading work, thereby limiting the cost of investment for the local 
authority.  
 
A further illustration of SUEZ’s leading-edge expertise to provide practical PFAS treatment 
solutions 
SUEZ has been addressing the issue of PFAS since 2018 and has developed leading-edge expertise, 
with the ability to analyse and quantify the presence of 65 types of PFAS in water, 45 more than the 
number targeted by regulations, alongside its proven treatment solutions such as activated carbon and 
low-pressure reverse osmosis. SUEZ has developed a comprehensive, structured approach to support 
local authorities: assessments, carrying out laboratory-based validation tests, performing semi-industrial 
on-site demonstrations and defining and sizing the treatment system best suited to the local context. 
SUEZ also has a high level of expertise in the elimination of PFAS through high-temperature incineration 
in specialised facilities. 
 
 
About SUEZ: 
Faced with growing environmental challenges, SUEZ has been delivering essential services that protect and improve our quality 
of life for more than 160 years. SUEZ provides its customers with innovative and resilient solutions for water and waste services. 
With 40,000 employees across 40 countries, the Group works with customers to create value over the full lifecycle of their assets 
and services, and to drive their low carbon transition. In 2023, SUEZ provided drinking water for 57 million people worldwide and 
sanitation services for more than 36 million people. The Group generated 7.7 TWh of energy from waste and wastewater. In 2023, 
SUEZ generated revenues of 8.9 billion euros. For more information: www.suez.com / X @suez / LinkedIn @SUEZ. 
 
About the Syndicat Mixte d’Eau Potable Rhône-Sud authority: 
The Syndicat Mixte d’Eau Potable Rhône-Sud authority was set up in 1976. Its mission is to produce drinking water for its 
members: the Millery Mornant water authority, the water authority for Communay and surrounding region, the Southwest Lyon 
water authority, the Lyon metropolitan area for the towns of Givors and Grigny, and the Vienne Condrieu urban area for the towns 
of Loire-sur-Rhône and Chasse sur Rhône. All of the water produced is supplied to users or supplements other water sources. 
The Southern Rhône region’s drinking water management authority produces almost 6 million m3 of water per year, which it 
supplies to around 170,000 users. 
 
 
Contacts: 
 

SUEZ Press Office 
Email: suez.media@suez.com 
Tel: +33 6 32 18 39 54 
 
 

 

 

https://www.suez.com/en/News
https://twitter.com/suez
https://www.linkedin.com/company/1711137?trk=tyah&trkInfo=clickedVertical:company,clickedEntityId:1711137,idx:2-3-4,tarId:1462895939675,tas:suez
https://www.youtube.com/user/SUEZenvironnement
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Fsuez_group%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cmartin.motte%40suez.com%7C792db9f1c5b04ed56c1508db60e9ff6f%7Cf4a12867922d4b9dbb859ee7898512a0%7C0%7C0%7C638210330367159441%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=wGPu5S6R2oXVOJPN5DB4iylx2q2BZ%2Bo9t2oTW6D7J1I%3D&reserved=0

