Paris, 15 January 2018

WATER MANAGEMENT IN THE MOUNTAINS:
SUEZ SUPPORTS LOCAL AUTHORITIES TO ADDRESS SKI
RESORTS DEVELOPMENTS CHALLENGES
In mountainous regions, the performance of water resource management is a major
challenge for the development of ski resorts. It impacts the general public hospitality,
the natural ecosystem preservation and the snow conditions on the slopes. At the
same time, the population of ski resorts varies significantly from season to season.
For example, the population of Les Belleville (including in particular the Menuires and
Val Thorens ski resorts) increases 17-fold every winter, from 3,000 to more than
50,000.
SUEZ offers concrete and innovative solutions, ranging from digital data processing,
to the operation of high-performance facilities, that enable local authorities to cope
with this situation, while protecting the appeal of their locality and conserving water
resources.
With its experience in 21 ski resorts1 in the Auvergne-Rhône-Alpes (region of France), the
SUEZ Group has developed expertise specific to mountainous regions. Thanks to the
management of the digital tool, VISIO near Lyon, a 360° supervision centre, specialised in
the real-time management of water services and sanitation, and its operational know-how,
SUEZ supports Les Belleville into the optimisation of its management of water resources in
Les Menuires and Val Thorens ski resorts.
SUEZ operates all along the water management chain, from the sourcing of raw water, to the
production of drinking water and the treatment of wastewater. The Group supplies the
900,000 m3 of drinking water required by the ski resorts every winter.
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In the Northern Alps : Les 2 Alpes, l’Alpe d’Huez, Valmorel, Méribel, Mottaret, Les Menuires, Val Thorens, Les Saisies,
Chamonix-Mont-Blanc, Saint-Jean d’Arves, Villarembert-le-Corbier, Fontcouverte-la-Toussuire, Morillon, Samoëns, Sixt-Fer-aCheval, Avoriaz, Valfréjus et Saint-François Longchamp. In Auvergne : Super Lioran, Le Mont d’Or, Chastreix-Sancy.
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Through its various activities, SUEZ has developed expertise specifically tailored to meet the
needs of the local authorities:
- A constant dialogue with the stakeholders (ski slope operators, tourist offices, local
officials, ski lift operators, etc.),
- innovative methods for each of the sites (automated plants, remotely controlled
operations, interconnection of the sites to cope with variations in volume due to the
movements of tourists, etc.),
- and VISIO, the high-performance digital control centre in Caluire-et-Cuire, near Lyon,
that manages, remotely and in real time, the water of 21 ski resorts in the Alps.
In an effort to stand out from the international competition, ski resorts have to strengthen
their attractiveness, while also managing the seasonal influx of tourists that use their natural
resources. André Plaisance, Mayor of Les Belleville: “Thanks to SUEZ’s concrete solutions,
Les Menuires and Val Thorens ski resorts handle with high numbers of tourists, respecting
our water resources. This efficient management contributes to the good reputation and the
economic development of our ski resorts.”
“SUEZ is proud to help numerous local authorities to accommodate with their water
consumption with the efficient management of their facilities through innovative processes
adapted to their localities. Today, digital technology helps to achieve this success, in
particular with our VISIO centre that enables us to remotely manage 21 ski resorts. Les
Menuires and Val Thorens resorts illustrate perfectly the challenge of conserving water
resources in the mountains,” explains Bertrand Camus, CEO of SUEZ Water France.
Key figures:
- Every year, the population of Les Belleville increases 17-fold in the skiing season (from
3,000 to more than 50,000).
- The daily production of drinking water rises from 400m3/day to 6,500m3/day.
- Approximately 900,000 m3 of drinking water are consumed each winter.
- The water required by the activity in the valley comes from 21 sources:
>> 14 in Les Menuires and 7 in Val-Thorens.
- The highest point of capture is at an altitude of 2,700 m.
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About SUEZ
With 90 000 people on the five continents, SUEZ is a world leader in smart and sustainable resource management. We provide
water and waste management solutions that enable cities and industries optimize their resource management and strengthen
their environmental and economic performances, in line with regulatory standards. To meet increasing demands to overcome
resource quality and scarcity challenges, SUEZ is fully engaged in the resource revolution. With the full potential of digital
technologies and innovative solutions, the Group recovers 17 million tons of waste a year, produces 3.9 million tons of
secondary raw materials and 7 TWh of local renewable energy. It also secures water resources, delivering wastewater
treatment services to 58 million people and reusing 882 million m3 of wastewater. SUEZ generated total revenues of 15.3 billion
euros in 2016.
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