Paris, 16 September 2019

SUEZ recycles wastewater in Cap d’Agde (France)
The seaside resort town of Cap d’Agde (south of France), which hosts 250,000 tourists
a day during the summer season, is facing the increasing scarcity of water. SUEZ is
using its expertise as a world leader in wastewater recycling to serve the city of Agde,
watering the Cap d’Agde golf course with treated wastewater (REUSE). This innovative
solution, one of the top examples of REUSE in France, will help to save 200,000 m3 of
drinking water during the summer.
With little rain, diminishing levels of groundwater in aquifers, and water restriction measures
put in place, the 2019 summer season was marked by an exceptional drought that
demonstrated the need to have a powerful and predictive water management system for the
country and its inhabitants.
Marie-Ange Debon, Senior Executive Vice President in charge of France, Italy and Eastern
and Central Europe at SUEZ Group stated: “Today, only 2 % of the 165 billion m³ of water
collected and treated around the world are reused. However, REUSE is a very efficient tool
to preserve water resources. SUEZ is a leader in the field, producing 800 million m³ of
reused wastewater per year around the world. Today, I am proud to include the Agde
REUSE model as one of our global reference models. It is a part of our strategy to help local
authorities in the sustainable management of their water resources.”

Fighting droughts
As of this past summer, six of the twenty-seven holes of the Cap d’Agde international golf
course are being watered with treated wastewater instead of drinking water.
The plan will be fully operational in 2020. The golf course will water its lawns from May to
September1 with treated wastewater. In total, eighteen of the twenty-seven holes will receive
ultra-filtered water. Of the 300,000 m³ of water used every year for watering, over 75%
comes from the Posidonia wastewater treatment plant, thereby saving 200,000 m3 of drinking
water in the summer season.

Conserving water resources
In cooperation with SUEZ, the city of Agde has worked for many years to make preserving
water resources one of its priorities:
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-

since 2008, investment and works in the city’s 209 km of drinking water pipelines
have helped improved the network performance by 10%, from 80% to 90% on
average, saving 600,000 m3 per year

-

from 2011 to 2013, the installation of nearly 14,000 connected water meters in the city
helped save 200,000 m3 of drinking water. Personalised data (such as real-time
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invoicing, consumption monitoring, alerts for leaks or overconsumption, and more)
allows consumers to better control their water contract and to adopt more responsible
behaviours.
Thanks to various innovations processed by SUEZ over more than 10 years, 1 million m3 of
water will now be saved every year in the Agde urban area.

3D visualization of the watering of the Cap d'Agde golf course by treated wastewater
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About SUEZ
With 90,000 employees across five continents, SUEZ is a global leader in smart, sustainable resource management. The Group
provides solutions for managing water and waste that help cities and industries optimise the management of their resources and
improve their environmental and economic performance while complying with current regulations. SUEZ is wholly committed to the
resource revolution as a way of responding to the challenges of quality and availability. Building on the potential of digital technology
and innovative solutions, the Group treats over 45 million tonnes of waste a year and produces 4.4 million tonnes of secondary raw
materials, as well as 7.7 TWh of local renewable energy. It also preserves water resources by providing 66 million people with sanitation
services and reusing 1.1 billion cubic metres of wastewater. In 2018, SUEZ generated a turnover of €17.3 billion.
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