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Paris, November 19th, 2020 

  

PARIS COURT OF APPEAL CONFIRMS IN EVERY ASPECTS THE COURT ORDER OF 

OCTOBER 9TH, 2020  

Contrary to the incorrect information published by Veolia, SUEZ indicates that the Paris Court of Appeal 

has confirmed the court order in every aspects, and that all the effects of Engie’s sale of its 29.9% stake 

in SUEZ to Veolia remain suspended until the completion of the information consultation of the SUEZ 

employee representatives. 

In any event, upon completion of this information consultation, Veolia will remain deprived from its 

voting rights until the end of the review by the European antitrust authority (unless authorized by the 

latter). 

Today, the Paris Court of Appeal confirmed the court order of October 9th, 2020 : Veolia’s acquisition of Engie’s 29.9% 

stake in SUEZ shares on October 5, 2020 has serious consequences on SUEZ’s organization as well as its employees’ 

working conditions. Accordingly, the Court has confirmed SUEZ Group employee representatives’ basic right to be 

informed and consulted prior to this acquisition. Since the information consultation was not carried out prior to October 

5, 2020, date of the sale of Engie’s 29.9% stake in SUEZ to Veolia, the Court of Appeal confirms the suspension of the 

effects of the acquisition pending the full completion of such proceedings with SUEZ Group employee representatives. 

The information consultation proceedings have been initiated within the SUEZ Group employee representatives following 

the injunction of October 9 and such proceedings will therefore continue. To date, SUEZ’s executive management has 

not obtained from either Engie or Veolia the adequate information needed to address the legitimate concerns of employee 

representatives about their future as regards the scale of the plans to dismantle SUEZ and the job losses that would 

result from Veolia’s hostile takeover which is strongly rejected by the employees of Suez.  Contrary to the information 

provided in the press release of Veolia, the starting point for the consultation period is not determined, and the date of 

February 5 mentioned by Veolia is incorrect. 

The SUEZ Group finds it regrettable that Veolia decided to dispute SUEZ Group employee representatives’ right to be 

consulted on an attempt of dismantling likely to jeopardize their future and their jobs and that Veolia went as far as calling 

the temporary order of the judge “perfectly grotesque” , all the more considering Veolia’s Purpose, which states that it 

“promotes, particularly on staff representative bodies, social dialogue, which encourages employees to adopt our 

collective project as their own.” 
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About SUEZ:  

Since the end of the 19th century, SUEZ has built expertise aimed at helping people to constantly improve their quality of life by protecting their health and supporting 

economic growth. With an active presence on five continents, SUEZ and its 90,000 employees strive to preserve our environment’s natural capital: water, soil, and 

air. SUEZ provides innovative and resilient solutions in water management, waste recovery, site remediation and air treatment, optimizing municipalities’ and 

industries’ resource management through “smart” cities and improving their environmental and economic performance. The Group delivers sanitation services to 64 

million people and produces 7.1 billion m3 of drinking water. SUEZ is also a contributor to economic growth, with more than 200,000 jobs created directly and indirectly 

on an annual basis, and a provider of new resources, with 4.2 million tons of secondary raw materials produced. By 2030, the Group is targeting 100% sustainable 

solutions, with a positive impact on our environment, health and climate. SUEZ generated total revenue of €18.0 billion in 2019. 

 

Find out more about the SUEZ Group 

on the website  & on social media 
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