Marseille, 20 March 2017

2014-2017: completion of Ganay retention basin
A basin to protect Calanques National Park
Between 2014 and 2017, SERAMM, SUEZ’s subsidiary, has built a retention basin upstream
from the Géolide wastewater treatment plant and buried under Ganay stadium. The facility,
which has a storage capacity of 50,000 m3, improves the metropolitan area’s wastewater
treatment system by enabling it to treat wastewater and stormwater during periods of heavy
rainfall. With an investment of 50 million euros by the SUEZ group, the basin, which required
three years in construction, will undergo tests for six months before becoming operational in
autumn 2017.
A facility that supports the Urban Community Contract and Bay Contract
For Aix-Marseille-Provence metropolitan area, the aim of the Ganay basin is to protect and
regenerate natural marine environments at the emissary outlet in Cortiou creek. Combined
with dynamic stormwater management solutions provided by SUEZ, the basin will prevent 1
million m3 of untreated wastewater being discharged into Calanques National Park, cutting
current discharge by 50%. The facility helps to realise one of the most ambitious projects of
the Aix-Marseille-Provence Urban Community Contract and Bay Contract, which provide for
five new basins that will ultimately collect 140,000m3 of stormwater.
A complex project delivered six months ahead of schedule
Thanks to a tightly run schedule, strict organisation of construction workers, favourable
weather conditions and several sites being managed simultaneously, the project was
delivered six months ahead of schedule, enabling the technical test phase and ultimately the
facility’s entry into service to be brought forward. During the second half of 2017, the city of
Marseille will be building an artificial turf football stadium on top of the basin.
A highly-controlled process that interconnects with water networks
During dry weather, the Géolide wastewater treatment plant is able to treat all wastewater in
Marseille and 16 other municipalities1. During violent storms, however, the plant cannot deal
with all the stormwater. Thanks to Ganay retention basin, wastewater and stormwater levels
will now be under control.
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Allauch, Aubagne, Belcodène, Cadolive, Carnoux-en-Provence, Gémenos, La Bouilladisse, La Destrousse, Les
Pennes Mirabeau, La Penne-sur-Huveaune, Le Rove, Marseille, Plan de Cuques, Peypin, Roquevaire, SaintSavournin, Septèmes-Les-Vallons
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When a storm occurs, runoff water will now be diverted to the Ganay basin where it will be
stored up to a total capacity of 50,000 m3. Until now, this occasional surplus wastewater was
discharged into the sea. The Géolide monitoring centre manages the frequency of the
draining once the rain stops, either temporarily or permanently. When full, the basin is
emptied within 24 hours.
SUEZ excellence and complementarity of expertise for this major project
Successful completion of the project required SUEZ group to deploy its entire range of
expertise in the fields of water and engineering. Egis provided contracting authority support
and Vinci Construction was project manager.
Collective investment for the benefit of all
The benefits of the Ganay basin for marine environments will enable the metropolitan area to
ensure the system’s compliance with the Rhône-Méditerranée-Corse Water Agency.
The major new facility enables the metropolitan area to adopt a policy to restore and
regenerate coastal and marine wildlife.
Exemplarity is a step-by-step process. Thanks to the Ganay basin and other coastal
protection solutions developed by SUEZ, the Aix-Marseille-Provence metropolitan area has
become a reference on the Mediterranean coast.
Key figures
50,000 m3 storage capacity / 56 metres in diameter / 30 metres deep
A 3 m diameter and 300 m long tunnel joins the emissary under Boulevard Michelet up to the
Ganay basin
6,300 m2 of diaphragm walls
80,000 tonnes of poured concrete
4,000 tonnes of steel used
600 days of work to build the basin
55 people (40 workers + 15 supervisors) working on the site for 3 years
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SUEZ
We are at the dawn of the resource revolution. In a world facing high demographic growth, runaway
urbanisation and the shortage of natural resources, securing, optimising and renewing resources is
essential to our future. SUEZ (Paris: SEV, Brussels: SEVB) supplies drinking water to 92 million people,
delivers waste water treatment services to 65 million, collects waste produced by almost 34 million,
recovers 16 million tons of waste each year and produces 7 TWh of local and renewable energy. With
82,530 employees, SUEZ, which is present on all five continents, is a key player in the sustainable
management of resources.
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