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Paris, 16 September 2019  

 

 

 

The French government supports the Dunkirk Urban Community 

(France) and its partners, including SUEZ,  

for the ‘Innovation Territory’ project  
 

 

Prime Minister Edouard Philippe revealed the list of the 24 winners of the ‘Innovation 

Territory’ call for projects. The ‘Dunkirk: Creative Energy’ suggestion from the Dunkirk 

Urban Community drew the government's attention and will therefore receive close to 

40 million euros in grants and investments. 

Led by its president Patrice Vergriete, the Dunkirk Urban Community (north of France) will be 

able to undertake its project to effect profound changes in the territory, thanks to the support 

provided by the government. This project is based on the implementation of a territorial 

symbiosis to embody the industry, the port and the city of the future, through 4 strategic 

axes: the air quality, the industrial and territorial ecology, the energy transition and the 

territorial intelligence.  

This project is the result of a co-construction work carried out with all the partners present in 

the Dunkirk area: local governments and public partners (the Hauts-de-Flandre Community 

of Communes, the Dunkirk Grand Port Maritime, …), economic and industrial partners 

including SUEZ, universities and research laboratories (including the Université du Littoral-

Côte d’Opale and the CEA), and associations, federations, and other organisations (the local 

urban planning agency, the Hauts-de-France ATMO air quality agency, ECOPAL, …). 

Bertrand Camus, Chief Executive Officer of SUEZ, stated: “SUEZ has long-standing ties to 

Dunkirk and supported its project proposal from the very beginning. The Group became very 

involved in structuring the whole project and fostering a fruitful environment. It has 

specifically taken a stand regarding the air quality issue. Two actions (one relating to digital 

decision-making tools, the other to the implementation of operational solutions for treating or 

reusing environmental emissions) have been devised and will be supplemented with the 

creation of a local health observatory.” 
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About SUEZ 

With 90,000 employees across five continents, SUEZ is a global leader in smart, sustainable resource management. The Group 
provides solutions for managing water and waste that help cities and industries optimise the management of their resources and 
improve their environmental and economic performance while complying with current regulations. SUEZ is wholly committed to 
the resource revolution as a way of responding to the challenges of quality and availability. Building on the potential of digital 
technology and innovative solutions, the Group treats over 45 million tonnes of waste a year and produces 4.4 million tonnes of 
secondary raw materials, as well as 7.7 TWh of local renewable energy. It also preserves water resources by providing 66 
million people with sanitation services and reusing 1.1 billion cubic metres of wastewater. In 2018, SUEZ generated a turnover 
of €17.3 billion. 
 

 

Find out more about the SUEZ Group  

on the website & on social media 
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