Paris, 16 May 2018

SUEZ AND VEOLIA WIN THE CONTRACT TO SUPPLY DRINKING WATER
TO DHAKA, THE CAPITAL OF BANGLADESH
The Dhaka Water Supply & Sewerage Authority (WASA) awarded SUEZ and Veolia the
contract to build and operate a drinking water production plant in Gandharbpur,
Bangladesh, after an international call for tender. The contract, worth c. €275 million1,
will be executed by a joint venture set up between SUEZ and Veolia, through a
subsidiary of Veolia Water Technologies, as equal partners. The project will be funded
by the Asian Development Bank, the French Development Agency (AFD), the European
Investment Bank and the Bangladeshi government.
The fast-growing city of Dhaka faces a rapidly diminishing supply of groundwater, which is the
main source of drinking water for its 11 million inhabitants. Due to urban and population growth,
needs for drinking water are expected to double by 2030, whilst the region’s groundwater levels
are falling by 2 to 3 metres each year. To meet this challenge, the Bangladeshi government
has launched a program (the Dhaka Water Supply Project) to preserve the region’s
groundwater by sourcing 80% of the water needed by Dhaka’s inhabitants from surface water
(compared to 20% currently).
The contract includes the designing, construction and operation of a drinking water production
plant consisting of a raw water intake, 21 km of pipeline and a treatment plant in the
Gandharbpur area of Dhaka. With a capacity of 500,000 m3/day, the plant will treat water from
the Meghna river to provide drinking water to around 4.3 million Dhaka residents.
The contract provides for a 4-year plant design and construction phase, which will be followed
by the operation and maintenance of the plant for a 3-year period. The two partners will ensure
the progressive transfer of know-how to the public authority staff.
The water produced by the plant will comply with international regulations (World Health
Organisation) thanks to the technologies (rapid decantation and filtration) provided by the two
partners. The plant facilities will be designed and built to be both flood- and earthquakeresistant, both of which are common occurrences in the region.
This project draws on the know-how and expertise in water treatment held by the two French
international groups.
SUEZ already has a presence in Bangladesh, where it has built the Saidabad 1 and 2 drinking
water production plants, which each have a capacity of 225,000 m3/day.
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SUEZ
With 90,000 people on the five continents, SUEZ is a world leader in smart and sustainable resource management.
We provide water and waste management solutions that enable cities and industries to optimize their resource
management and strengthen their environmental and economic performances, in line with regulatory standards. To
meet increasing demands to overcome resource quality and scarcity challenges, SUEZ is fully engaged in the
resource revolution. With the full potential of digital technologies and innovative solutions, the Group recovers 17
million tons of waste a year and produces 3.9 million tons of secondary raw materials and 7 TWh of local renewable
energy. It also secures water resources, delivering wastewater treatment services to 58 million people and reusing
882 million m3 of wastewater. SUEZ generated total revenues of 15.9 billion euros in 2017.
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