
Paris, January 5th, 2021 

FIGHT AGAINST CLIMATE CHANGE:  

FERMENTALG AND SUEZ CREATE A JOINT VENTURE TO ACCELERATE THE 

INDUSTRIALIZATION AND COMMERCIALIZATION OF SOLUTIONS FOR CAPTURING 

AND VALORIZING CO2 IN BIOPRODUCTS 

Strengthened by their feedback following a five-year partnership, and to address the growing climate 

emergency, SUEZ and FERMENTALG, a key French player and expert in the research and bio 

industrial exploitation of micro-algae, have signed a memorandum of understanding for the creation 

in the first half of 2021 of a joint venture, equally owned, which will develop algae photobioreactors 

capable of capturing CO2 by biomimicry. In addition, this major innovation will enable the 

development of circular loops, notably by producing products that can be used in the fields of 

biocontrol, nutrition and animal health.  

Initiated in 2015 as part of the Paris Agreement, the partnership between FERMENTALG and SUEZ has allowed for 

the development of unique and promising solutions in response to the environmental challenges of the 21st century: 

- Carbon sink, to capture and process CO2 emissions in an industrial environment using a new generation

algae photobioreactor;

- The Combin’Air air purifier, including innovative solutions such as an algae photobioreactor designed to

reduce fine particles (PM10, PM2.5) and nitrogen dioxide (NOx) to combat the toxic impacts of atmospheric

pollution on public health.

The new algal photobioreactor developed by the joint venture will build on these first technological advances deployed 

in both industrial and urban environments over the past five years. The solutions improve the selection of microalgae 

strains, new lighting technologies and the identification of high value-added bioproducts validating the environmental 

and economic benefits of the model. According to the applications, these bioproducts will contribute to the preservation 

of soils and biodiversity as well as to human and animal health.  

Philippe Lavielle, FERMENTALG CEO, commented: “By creating this new growth division with SUEZ Group, 

FERMENTALG today reaffirms its environmental and societal commitment. By leveraging our unique global expertise 

in technology to serve sustainable development, our joint venture will now be positioned as one of the leading players 

in air quality and the fight against climate change. In the first year, we plan to open up our capital to other financial 

partners to accelerate the global rollout of our solutions.” 

Diane Galbe, Senior Executive Vice President Group in charge of the global Business Unit, 

Smart & Environmental Solutions and Head of Strategy, added: “This joint venture with Fermentalg is fully in line 

with our Group's strategy by providing solutions for the capture and recovery of CO2 in bioproducts. These new nature-

based solutions will have a positive impact on climate, health and biodiversity while fully meeting the challenges of the 

circular economy. Five years after the Paris agreement aimed at containing global warming to 1.5° by the end of the 

century, SUEZ is once again translating its reinforced commitments to preserve our planet into concrete solutions to 

build a sustainable world, starting now.” 
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About Fermentalg  

An expert in the research and operation of bioindustrial micro-algae, Fermentalg aims to offer sustainable solutions and innovative products which contribute to the 

development of healthy, natural and efficient products. Our business: the development, production and marketing of sustainable and active solutions from micro-

algae for nutrition, health, and the environment. Nutritional oils, alternative proteins, natural food colorings and innovative environmental solutions make up the 

current and future offering of our Group. 

The Fermentalg share, listed on Euronext in Paris (FR0011271600 - FALG), is eligible for the "PEA-PME" and the "SRD long-only". It is part of the Gaïa index, 

intended for Socially Responsible Investment (SRI), which groups together the SME-ETIs that have received the best ratings in terms of environmental, social and 

governance (ESG) performance. 

For further information: www.fermentalg.com 

 
About SUEZ:  

Since the end of the 19th century, SUEZ has built expertise aimed at helping people to constantly improve their quality of life by protecting their health and 

supporting economic growth. With an active presence on five continents, SUEZ and its 90,000 employees strive to preserve our environment’s natural capital: 

water, soil, and air. SUEZ provides innovative and resilient solutions in water management, waste recovery, site remediation and air treatment, optimizing 

municipalities’ and industries’ resource management through “smart” cities and improving their environmental and economic performance. The Group delivers 

sanitation services to 64 million people and produces 7.1 billion m3 of drinking water. SUEZ is also a contributor to economic growth, with more than 200,000 jobs 

created directly and indirectly on an annual basis, and a provider of new resources, with 4.2 million tons of secondary raw materials produced. By 2030, the Group 

is targeting 100% sustainable solutions, with a positive impact on our environment, health and climate. SUEZ generated total revenue of €18.0 billion in 2019. 

 

Find out more about the SUEZ Group  

on the website & on social media 
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