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Paris, October 22nd, 2024 
 

CMA CGM Group and SUEZ sign a memorandum of understanding to 
develop the production of biomethane in Europe and the low-carbon 

transition of maritime transport  
 

• CMA CGM Group and SUEZ sign an agreement to produce renewable fuel for the 
vessels of the CMA CGM Group. 

• The agreement plans for the production of up to 100,000 tonnes of biomethane 
per year between now and 2030. 

• Joint R&D initiatives will be conducted, and a joint investment program, funded 
by 100 million euros up to 2030, set up to develop biomethane production 
facilities.  

 
CMA CGM Group, a global player in maritime, land, air and logistics solutions, and SUEZ, a global 
leader in circular waste management solutions, signed a memorandum of understanding (MOU) on 18 
October. The aim of this collaboration between two complementary players is to establish a long-term 
industrial partnership on biomethane, a renewable fuel produced  through waste recovery, to help 
decarbonise shipping in Europe. 
 
This MOU sets out three main areas of collaboration: 

• The supply by SUEZ of up to 100,000 tonnes of biomethane per year by 2030. This biomethane 
would be used by CMA CGM Group for its gas-powered ships, thereby contributing to the 
decarbonisation of maritime transport. 

• The creation of a joint investment structure with an initial funding of 100 million euros by 2030 
to develop biomethane production facilities. These sites, initially located in Europe, would supply 
both CMA CGM Group and other players in the sector. 

• Joint research and development (R&D) initiatives aimed at designing innovative technologies 
for the production of biofuels, in particular via a hydrothermal gasification process. 

 
CMA CGM Group, engaged in the energy transition of shipping and logistics, has set itself the goal of 
achieving Net Zero Carbon by 2050. Pioneering the use of alternative fuels, the Group has invested 18 
billion dollars in orders for 131 vessels capable of using low-carbon energies (biomethane, biomethanol 
and synthetic fuels), which will be operational by 2028. CMA CGM Group is also working alongside 
energy providers to develop production facilities and supply chains for these fuels.   
 
SUEZ has extensive expertise in the production of local and sustainable energy and secondary raw 
materials from waste to support the decarbonisation of local authorities and industrial customers. 
Through its circular solutions, SUEZ enabled its clients to avoid the emission of 6.4 million tonnes of 
CO2 in 2023. In particular, the Group converts 5 million tonnes of waste into energy every year, and 
produced 382 GWh of biomethane in 2023. 
 
 



 

Find out more about the SUEZ Group 
on the website and on social media 
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Rodolphe Saadé, Chairman and CEO of CMA CGM Group, said: “The strategic partnership between 
CMA CGM and SUEZ, one of France's leading players in the energy transition, marks a major step 
forward. It will enable us to support the biomethane sector dedicated to the shipping industry, while 
accelerating the decarbonisation of CMA CGM Group and guaranteeing our carbon neutrality trajectory 
by 2050. This project also strengthens our energy independence, a key asset for the sovereignty of 
France and Europe.” 
 
Sabrina Soussan, Chairman and CEO of SUEZ, said: “I am delighted to be working with the CMA 
CGM Group, a key player in maritime transport. Together, we are going to develop circular solutions 
that will contribute to the decarbonisation of this strategic sector in Europe. This partnership for 
biomethane production is a further illustration of SUEZ's ambition to turn waste into new resources for 
the energy transition of the transport sector.” 
 
 
About SUEZ: 
Faced with growing environmental challenges, SUEZ has been delivering essential services that protect and improve our quality 
of life for more than 160 years. SUEZ provides its customers with innovative and resilient solutions for water and waste services. 
With 40,000 employees across 40 countries, the Group works with customers to create value over the full lifecycle of their assets 
and services, and to drive their low carbon transition. In 2023, SUEZ provided drinking water for 57 million people worldwide and 
sanitation services for more than 36 million people. The Group generated 7.7 TWh of energy from waste and wastewater. In 2023, 
SUEZ generated revenues of 8.9 billion euros. For more information: www.suez.com / X @suez / LinkedIn @SUEZ. 
 
About CMA CGM Group: 
Led by Rodolphe Saadé, the CMA CGM Group is a global leader in sea, land, air, and logistics solutions. CMA CGM is also 
diversifying into the media sector. As the third-largest global container shipping company in terms of capacity, CMA CGM serves 
over 400 ports across five continents, supported by a fleet of more than 620 vessels. Through its subsidiary, CEVA Logistics, the 
Group is one of the top five global logistics players, managing over 11 million square meters of warehouse space worldwide. CMA 
Media, a subsidiary of CMA CGM and the third-largest private media group in France, includes RMC-BFM and a press division 
that brings together renowned titles such as La Provence, Corse Matin, La Tribune, and La Tribune Dimanche. Committed to the 
energy transition in maritime transport and a pioneer in the use of alternative fuels, the CMA CGM Group aims to achieve Net 
Zero Carbon by 2050. The CMA CGM Foundation responds to humanitarian crises requiring urgent action by leveraging the 
Group's maritime and logistics expertise to deliver humanitarian aid worldwide. The Foundation also undertakes initiatives to 
promote education for all and equal opportunities. Operating in 160 countries, the Group employs 160,000 people globally, 
including 20,000 in France, with nearly 6,000 based in Marseille, where its headquarters are located. 
More on CMA CGM Group on 

         
cmacgm-group.com  
 
 
Contacts: 
 

SUEZ Press Office 
Mail: suez.media@suez.com 
Tel: +33 6 32 18 39 54 
 

CMA CGM Press Relations 
Mail: press-relations@cma-cgm.com 
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